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  FROM THE DESK OF CONSUL GENERAL 

 
Dear friends, 
 

It is my pleasure to present the latest edition of the 
Commercial Newsletter of Consulate General of India, 
Frankfurt, covering important developments in India and 
Germany. 
 
 The highlight of the month is India achieving the 
target of exporting goods worth of $400 billion during the 
financial year 2021-22. Hon’ble Prime Minister Mr. 
Narendra Modi lauded farmers, weavers, MSMEs, 
manufacturers and exporters for their valuable contribution 
in achieving this target. Another encouraging update came 
from healthcare sector as Ministry of AYUSH signed a ‘Host 
Country Agreement’ with World Health Organization (WHO) 
for establishing WHO Global Centre for Traditional Medicine 
in India. 
 
  The newsletter includes an interview with Dr. 
Matthias Zürker, Managing Director, Wirtschaftsförderung 
Bergstraße GmbH in which he shares economic strengths of 
the scenic and vibrant Bergstraße region, recalling the 
region’s long association with Bollywood movie producers 
supported by the Wirtschaftsförderung.  
 
  As part of the ongoing Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav 
celebrations, our guest in the series ‘Indian Achievers’ is Mr. 
Aniket R. Badhekar, Director Sales–Deutschland & 
International, Epitome Elektronik GmbH. Mr. Badhekar has 
shared his views on  future trends in Electronic Hardware 
sector in Germany underlining the potential for cooperation 
in this promising sector. 
 

Please do send your feedback to us via email on 
com1.frankfurt@mea.gov.in. Your suggestions and ideas 
would help us making the newsletter more useful and 
interactive.  

 
Yours sincerely, 

Amit Telang 
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2 DEVELOPMENTS IN GERMANY  

The European Union brings out new rules under the Digital Markets Act 

The European Union has reached an agreement on the Digital Markets Act (DMA) 
legislation. The Parliament and Council negotiators agreed to new EU rules to limit the market power 
of big online platforms. 

The Digital Markets Act (DMA) will ban certain practices used by large platforms acting as 
“gatekeepers” and enable the Commission to carry out market investigations and sanction non-
compliant behaviour. 

The text provisionally agreed by Parliament and Council negotiators targets large companies 
providing so-called “core platform services” most prone to unfair business practices, such as social 
networks or search engines, with a market capitalisation of at least 75 billion euro or an annual 
turnover of 7.5 billion. To be designated as “gatekeepers”, these companies must also provide certain 
services such as browsers, messengers or social media, which have at least 45 million monthly end 
users in the EU and 10 000 annual business users. 

 EU lawmakers agreed that the largest messaging services will have to open up and 
interoperate with smaller messaging platforms, if they so request. Users of small or big platforms 
would then be able to exchange messages, send files or make video calls across messaging apps, thus 
giving them more choice. 

If a gatekeeper does not comply with the rules, the Commission can impose fines of up to 10% 
of its total worldwide turnover in the preceding financial year, and 20% in case of repeated 
infringements. In case of systematic infringements, the Commission may ban them from acquiring 
other companies for a certain time. 

 

Source: https://www.europarl.europa.eu/ 

 

 

 

Inflation in Germany hits 7% mark  

The inflation rate in Germany was expected to be 7.3% in March 2022. According to the 
federal statistics agency Destatis, it was higher than the rate in February, which was at 5.1%. Due to 
increasing energy prices and supply issues, the growth forecast for 2022 has been revised to a lower 
level. The federal government's panel of independent economic advisers has forecasted that the 
nation's gross domestic product (GDP) will expand by only 1.8% this year. Germany’s GDP witnessed 
a growth of 2.8% in the year 2021. 
 

 

Source: https://www.dw.com/en 
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  3 DEVELOPMENTS IN INDIA 

Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi and Prime Minister of Australia Hon. Scott Morrison 
hold 2nd India-Australia Virtual Summit 

 

 
  
 
 

Both the leaders expressed satisfaction at the progress made under the Comprehensive Strategic 
Partnership established during the 1st Virtual Summit in June 2020. Prime Minister Modi expressed his 
satisfaction at the enhanced scope of the relationship which now covers diverse areas such as trade and 
investments, defence and security, education and innovation, science and technology, critical minerals, 
water management, new and renewable energy technology, Covid-19 related research, etc. 

 
A Joint Statement was issued on the occasion covering various aspects of the deepening 

Comprehensive Strategic Partnership. Both sides also agreed to establish annual summits between the 
Prime Ministers under the Comprehensive Strategic Partnership, thus adding a special dimension to the 
bilateral relationship. 
 
For joint statement, please click here 
 

 

Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi and Prime Minister of Australia Hon. Scott 
Morrison during 2nd India-Australia Virtual Summit 

 

Prime Minister Shri Narendra 
Modi and Prime Minister of 
Australia H.E. Mr. Scott 
Morrison held the 2nd India-
Australia Virtual Summit during 
which they reviewed the multi-
faceted relationship between 
the two countries and 
exchanged views on regional 
and global developments. 

Prime Minister of Japan, Hon. KishidaI Fumio visits India and participates in India-
Japan Business Event 
 

 
 
 

They reviewed the developments since the last Annual Summit and discussed wide ranging 
areas of cooperation, including partnership for A Free and Open Indo-Pacific, partnership for 
sustainable growth in a post-COVID world 
 
For more information, please click here 

 
 
 
 

 

Prime Minister of Japan H.E. Mr. Kishida Fumio 
made an official visit to India, as his first bilateral 
visit, from 19 to 20 March 2022 for the 14th India-
Japan Annual Summit with H.E. Shri Narendra Modi, 
Prime Minister of India. The Prime Ministers 
recognized that the Summit was taking place at a 
significant time as the two countries were 
celebrating the 70th anniversary of establishment 
of diplomatic relations and India was celebrating 
the 75th anniversary of its independence. Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi and Prime Minister of 

Japan H.E. Mr. Kishida Fumio at India-Japan Business Event 
 

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PRID=1808418
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PRID=1807373
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  DEVELOPMENTS IN INDIA 

India achieves it’s ambitious target of $400 Billion of goods exports 
 

Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi lauded the farmers, weavers, MSMEs, manufacturers, 
exporters as India has achieved the ambitious target of $400 Billion of goods exports.  

 
In a tweet, the Prime Minister said: 

 

              
 

 
 

3.2 



+ 

    

3.3 DEVELOPMENTS IN INDIA 

Ministry of AYUSH and World Health Organization (WHO) signs Host Country 
Agreement for WHO Global Centre of Traditional Medicine 
 
 

   
 
 

 
 
The Agreement was signed on 25th March in Geneva by Vaidya Rajesh Kotecha, Secretary, 

Ministry of Ayush and Director General, WHO Dr. Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus. Last month, the 
Union Cabinet had approved the establishment of the Centre. 

 
Highlighting the importance of Government of India initiative, the Director-General of 

WHO Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus said that harnessing the potential of traditional medicine 
by drawing on modern science and principles of equity and sustainability will be a game changer 
for health in the 21st century. 

 
GCTM will be the first and only Global Centre (office) for traditional medicine across the 

globe. It will focus on building solid evidence base for policies and standards on traditional 
medicine practices and products and help countries integrate it as appropriate into their health 
systems and regulate its quality and safety for optimal and sustainable impact. 

 
With adoption of modern technologies, the Artificial Intelligence (AI) is now being used to 

map evidence and trends in the traditional medicine and to screen natural products for 
pharmacokinetic properties. WHO-GCTM is designed to engage and benefit all the regions of the 
world.    Groundbreaking ceremony will take place on 21st April, 2022 in the presence of Prime 
Minister Shri Narendra Modi. 

Ministry of Ayush has signed the Host 
Country Agreement with World Health 
Organization (WHO) for establishing 
WHO Global Centre for Traditional 
Medicine in India at Jamnagar, Gujarat, 
with its interim office at the Institute of 
Training and Research in Ayurveda 
(ITRA) in Gujarat. This Centre will be 
supported by an investment of about 
USD 250 million from the Government 
of India. The primary objective of GCTM 
is to harness the potential of traditional 
medicine from across the world through 
modern science and technology and 
improve overall health of the 
communities’ world over. 

 

Vaidya Rajesh Kotecha, Secretary, Ministry of Ayush with 
Director General, WHO Dr. Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus 
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Dr. Matthias Zürker, Managing Director, Wirtschaftsförderung Bergstraße GmbH 
 

   

 

 

Interview 

1)  How does  Wirtschaftsförderung Bergstraße GmbH support  the companies interested in 
investing in the region? 
 
Wirtschaftsförderung Bergstraße GmbH is viewing the support of the investors as an integrated 

process. Finding suitable premises followed by accompanying the investors during the procedures of 
approvals and implementations up to looking for staff, Wirtschaftsförderung offers various opportunities 
to receive support - and this free of charge. The investors also have easy access to the Wirtschaftsförderung 
network (chambers, financial corporations, business development banks).  

 
2)   What are the economic strengths of the region under Wirtschaftsförderung Bergstraße 

GmbH? 
 
The economic region Bergstraße is characterized by a wide range of industry and trade branches 

and the presence of large international corporations as well as medium-sized companies. The 
unemployment rate, currently at 3.1%, is one of the lowest all over the Land of Hesse. Situated right 
between the two metropolitan regions of Frankfurt/RheinMain and Rhein-Neckar it is in the 
"MetropolePosition". 

 
The A5 and A67 highways provide an optimum connection of the region to the transportation 

network . The companies and enterprises also highly appreciate the area-wide high-speed internet access 
sand the proximity to Frankfurt Airport and to the neighbouring universities with more than 200,000 
students. High economic power combined with high quality of life in the "German Spring Garden" with its  

 

4 INTERVIEW OF THE MONTH 

Dr. Matthias Zürker has been the managing director 
of Wirtschaftsförderung Bergstraße GmbH (Promotion of 
Trade and Industry, Bergstraße District Ltd), seated in 
Heppenheim, since 2012. He studied regional and 
environmental planning at Kaiserslautern University of 
Technology and did a PhD in political economics. Prior to his 
position with Wirtschaftsförderung Bergstraße GmbH he was 
engaged in business and management consultancy for 
companies and municipalities in Germany and Austria. The 
Wirtschaftsförderung Bergstraße GmbH is focused on 
supporting the local companies and the investors. The 
improvement of the conditions governing the location of 
businesses is another relevant field of activities. 

 

Dr. Matthias Zürker, Managing Director, 
Wirtschaftsförderung Bergstraße GmbH 
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wine-growing district is without equal-not forgetting that the area is part of the UNESCO Geopark 

Bergstraße-Odenwald. 

 

3) What has your experience been so far with the Indian companies? 
 

For more than 10 years the Wirtschaftsförderung Bergstraße has been supporting Bollywood-
focused filmmakers in their project "Indo-German Film Agency". Consequently a large number of films 
could be produced in the Bergstraße District. This project gave us the opportunity to establish contacts 
to numerous Indian companies respresentatives to act as intermediary for companies in our area who 
wished to contact companies in India. The Indian market is doubtless a highly interesting market for our 
companies and a number of them have already been actively engaged there for some decades. 

 
4) Are there any sectors which you are currently focusing upon? What could be the potential 

areas in which India and Germany could collaborate in the future? 
 
The center of attention of the activities of Wirtschaftförderung Bergstraße is at present directed 

at the topics "digitalization" and "climate protection". This means that not only the local companies are 
supported in their performance of digital transformations and on their way to decarbonisation, but that 
also investments to this effect are in the focus of attention. Digitalization in particular is a field, where 
India respectively the Indian companies dispose of a wealth of experience that is of great value to 
companies in the economic region of Bergstraße. 

4.2 INTERVIEW OF THE MONTH 
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INTERVIEW OF THE MONTH 
  

Mr. Aniket R.Badhekar, Director Sales – Deutschland & International, Epitome Elektronik 
GmbH 

 

 
 

Interview 

1) What products does  Epitome Elektronik GmbH offer? What are the industries it caters to? 
 
We are manufacturer of Industrial electronic product in India, now we manufacture high end Wireless 

and Cloud based products in Germany. The products we manufacturer here, are Step Lights,Wireless 
Profinet/MODBUS/Ethernet Bridge, Edge computing cloud gateway and Hardware for smart city. 

 
We started our company making customised Electronic products for customers which led to our series 

of Products like Lights and Wireless. Now we have a series for Long Distance communication up to 25 km 
range and PLUG to CLOUD products. 

 
Our products have a specific requirement in the field of 
1) Factory Automation like Automotive,Pharma,CNC & tyre etc 
2) Process Plant Automation-Cement,Steel,Aluminium 
3) Logistic Automation like AGV, Conveyer manufacturer,Crane etc. 
   

 
       2)  What are your future plans for  Epitome Elektronik GmbH? 
 
We plan to expand manufacturing setup for world market in Solingen. Germany's products have world 

wide acceptance, so we expect good growth. 
 
We are planning to create a Dealer/Distributor in every Country for widespread distribution.We are 

expecting more Indians to get into Dealership/Partnership with Epitome Elektronik in Germany. 

5 INDIAN ACHIEVERS IN GERMANY 
 

Mr. Aniket R.Badhekar has a rich experience of 11 years in the field 
of Industrial Elektronik Sales. He passed out from KITS, Ramtek Engineering 
collage in 2011 in Electronics and Telecommunication. He started his first 
company in 2013 in Nagpur,Maharashtra as it is strategically located is in 
centre of India. 
 

Sales being his strong point, he has been a mentor to many 
companies for sales training. He himself is involved in few private limited, 
proprietor companies as Director Sales. He is also member in global 
organisations- ISA,CIEA,TIE. 
 
 Throrugh Epitome Elektronik GmbH, he aims to supply products in 
the field of Wireless and Cloud Data, which is the future trend. 
  
 

Mr. Aniket R.Badhekar, Director 
Sales, Epitome Elektronik GmbH 
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3)  What are the areas in which India and Germany could collaborate ? 
 

Germany has high bussines ethics,  simplicity,  and stringent testing norms.  On the other hand, 
India has big pool of talent and can produce high tech products too, but lacks world wide acceptance. So 
we can combine each others strength for mutual benifit. 

 
4)  What could be the future trends in the Electronic Hardware sector? 

 
Electronic Hardware is the fastest growing field. E-Toothbrush to Aircrafts needs lots of electronics. 

Electronics has made our life much simpler, and will continue to do so. Electronics to Cloud controlling will 
be predicted future trends which can be Industrial and Home automation. 

5.2 INDIAN ACHIEVERS IN GERMANY 
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6 COMMERCIAL OUTREACH 

Ambassador Mr. P. Harish with Prof. Dr. Ulrich Rüdiger, Rector of RWTH Aachen University 

Ambassador Mr. P. Harish with Prof. Dr. 
Wolfgang Marquardt, Chairman of the Board of 

Directors of Forschungszentrum Jülich 

Consul General Dr. Amit Telang with Mr. Juergen Stihl, Member 
of the Board and Dr. Gabriela Soskuty, Senior Vice President, 

Global and Governmental Affairs, B Braun Melsungen AG 
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6.2 COMMERCIAL OUTREACH 

Consul General Dr. Amit Telang with represenatives from IHK Kassel-Marburg, Wirtschaftsförderung Region Kassel 
and various companies in the region 

GLIMPSES FROM TRADE FAIR - HANDICRAFT + HOBBY (H+H) 
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THANK YOU 


